Primary management of postpartum vulvovaginal hematomas by angiographic embolization.
Three cases of large postpartum vulvovaginal hematomas are reported. After conservative measures including incision and drainage, ligation of bleeding sites, vaginal packing and replacement of volume and coagulation factors failed to control the bleeding in each, pelvic angiography was performed. Brisk arterial bleeding demonstrated on arteriography was controlled by Gelfoam embolization in all three cases. Intra- or postpartum hematologic evaluation revealed a previously undiagnosed coagulation disorder in each patient. The authors suggest that angiography be considered before hypogastric artery ligation whenever possible in patients with large postpartum hematomas and that all such patients be evaluated for coagulopathy.